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Editorial Note
Dear Readers,

This Brief is published on International Fact-Checking Day, 10 days
before a crucial election in Hungary.

Even as we prepared it lifelike deepfakes surged on social media
including X, despite a policy crackdown to curb wartime disinformation.

The recent war in the Middle East has unleashed an avalanche of
Al-generated visuals, dwarfing anything seen in previous conflicts and
often leaving social media users unable to distinguish fabrication from
reality, researchers say.

In a bid to protect "authentic information" during conflicts, X announced
in early March that it would suspend creators from its revenue sharing
program for 90 days if they post Al-generated war videos without
disclosing they were artificially made.

Fact-Checking has never been so important to help Internet users to
distinguish authentic news from disinformation or mis-leading posts, as
rumours and fake news circulate widely in relation to international
conflicts and electoral campaigns.

The Hungarian Digital Media Observatory (HDMO) partners continue their
efforts in monitoring such narratives, with the help of new formats and
reports. This HDMO Quarterly Brief gives you insights into recent HDMO
inputs.

The HDMO team
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In January, new HDMO member - Magyar Hang, began publishing a quarterly
Hungarian language print supplement containing articles, news and research

results within the framework of the project.

HDMO

2026. JANUAR 30.

FEBRUAR 5. | Magyar Hang

Mi a bline a dezinformacio ellen ktizd6
europaiaknak, akiket a Trump-kormany
cenzuraja tiltott ki az Egyesult Allamokbol?

leginkibb az eurdpai digitdls s7a
balyozissal van baja.

Fouoe Zsona (Laxwosz)

A o e
o e

ellen kitzdd :lurue/clcknvl dol
gozik. Rubio erisen  fogalmazott
Sl iapetion, i fn

seket teszlink annak érdekében,
hogy megakadilyozzuk a globilis
cenziraipari komplexum vezets-
inek belépését az Egyesillt Alla-
mokba.”

A Kitiltés szorosan dss
a digitilis szolgdliatisokrdl sz6l6

efiigg

uni6s rendelettel, a DSA-val (Dig
tal Services Act), amit az Egyesiilt
Allamok kormanya az v]m\m egy

te Elon Muskot, az X tulajdonosat

Alevélben az unids biztos Muskot

azunids szabalyok, killonds tekin
tettela i

évben, Donald

onatd Tru
Kititottak: Thierry Breton,
Imran Ahmed, Clare Melford,
Anna-Lena von Hodenberg
63 Josephine Ballona
LLUSEIRNCI:OEIS3 ANKANAR)

Koztilk volt az a Robert F. Kennedy
Jr, aki jelenleg a Trump-kormany
Egésuségiigyi és Seocidlis Minisz-

2022-ben életbe lépett rendelet

ette, azzal he
él6ben kdzvetitett Trump-interji-
v h

célja, hogy online
Krnyezetet teremtsen az Eurépai
Unin belil,példiul azzal, hogy az.
olyan éridsplatformok, mint a Fa-
cebook, a TiKTok vagy az. X, s az
olyan Grids keresgmotorok, mint
2 Google mikddését szabilyorza
Ebbe tobbek kozott beletartozik
2 platformok felelgsségének meg
hatérozisa, a jogsénts tartalmak,
loletheszéd vagy  dezinfor
icid elleni fellépés, a nagyobb
Hlithartodg ceséoe
Aredl, hogy ik a kitilott sze.
mélyek és cgészen pontosan miért
i 8. Roge

potencidlisan kiros tartalmals er-
Jedését segitheti az EU-ban’
Imran Ahmed és az
oltésellenesek

Clare Melford és a kanadai

A szintén brit Clare Melford a Glo.
bilis Dezinformci Index (Global
Dilateomdioe s, GON) nevii

 irsalapitdja és vezeti-

kordbban a Munkspirt jeltjeinek
tandcsadéjaként dolgozott. 2015
ban megalapitotta a Digitals Gyt~
Islet Elleni Kozpontot (Center for
Countering Digal Hate, CCDR),

jods dezinforma-

‘amerikai kiligyminiszter-helyet
tes ict bévebben az X-¢

lerry Breton, volt -
biztos

Az lsia Kiiltottak listsjin a fran
cia Thierry Breton, aki 201

kizdtt belsd piacért felelds unids
biztos volt az Ursula von der Leyen
vezette Furdpai Bizottsighan. Az

dolgozisa mégbtt all3 Lingelme”

Azindoklisban azt tjdk: Breton
2024, augusztusiban még uniés
biztosként levélben megfenyeget-

o 6 gyildetbesséa elen Kivén
fellépni.
doklisiban felrétta a CCDH veze.

tjének, hogy szervezete timogat -
jaa DSA-L. De Rubiéék egy tovabbi
re” is felhivtak a figyelmet:
CDH egy 2021 marciusiban
megjelent jelentésében azt javasol

Testeolbiobat bt bemitia-
2ésuk szerint 2018-as alakuldsul
kor még az volt a legfébb céljuk,

Anna-Lena von Hodenberg
és Josephine Ballon

a HateAidbd]

Anna-Lena von Hodenberg a né
HateAid nevil szervezet alapit
jaés vezetdie, Josephine Sallon pedig
aszervezet Lirsvezetde. A HateAld

Mi baja van a Trump-

korménynak a DSA-val?

Akérdésre vilaszt adhat az Egye

sillt AllamokKépviselohizinak

Igazsigigyl Bizottsiga altal ki

adotjlentése, amiben are i
nak, hogy

st bevllsn szetnt 22 emberi

apolilaliealies it s
~ al

dolgozik

2 digitilis terben, & tellép a gl
tilis criszak é annak tirsadalmi
és poitikai szint kvetkezményei
ellen.” Ezt fGként jogi tanacsadas-
sal kivinjak elérn,

Az amerikai kilagyminiszté-
riumnak az indoklés szerint az
a legfGbb problémaja a Hate
id-del, hogy a Digital Services Act
jogi keretrendszerében ,meg-
bizhat bejelentanek” szémit, és
ez az Egyesilt Allamok

kormi-

azel
i oo it s
formicionak és gyililetbeszédnek
mindsitik, majd a platformoktdl
‘megkivetelik, hogy globlis tar-
talommoderalasi ~ politikajukat
gy médositsik, hogy ezeket cen-
ziirazzk.”

2 azonban nem igaz, a DSA ée-
telmében ugyanis onmagiban ac

Magyar Hang | 2026 JANUAR 30

FEBRUARSS.

Mesterséges intelligencia,
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egy log lathatd, amely ltaliban a jsrmii
‘gydrtdjit jelzi. E2 azonban nem egyezik meg
cgyelen Saegeden haszilt busz Wgéjival
sem. Réadasul a inykerék szokatlan
Telyzetoen van gy ltsslag A6 Dusshos
nivel a kamera felé néz, nem pedig
lés rinyiba. De 3z s tén, bogy
a Szegeden haszndlt
tavaltésak, igy a sebe:

Képen is szamos vizuals ellentmondist taldl
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cia gazdatiintetés volt thatd, ahol bikik
timadnaka endioe~ et s mestesiges
intelligenciéval generdlték Ha bizonytalan

vagyunk, Hvzmcs»mmhgtgy!onhmnkrp
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Magyar Digitalis igy manipulaljak a Tisza Part

Média Obszervatdrium rendezvényeirol késziilt felvételeket

A MAGYAR DIGITALIS MEDIA OBSZERVATORIUM (HDMO) MELLEKLETE 2026.2.52m

val6sag vagy manipulacio? Az Al-videok
Uj korszaka a valasztasi kampanyban

A kormany a ,véleményszabadsagot” valasztotta
az EU-s rendeletek jogrendbe emelése helyett

e

The newly published HDMO second Magyar Hang supplement focuses on the
upcoming elections in Hungary and the use of Al generated content.

Here is an insight from the article written by Political Capital for the latest HDMO
supplement, summarized in English.

Al-Generated Videos Reshape Hungary’s Political Communication
By Political Capital

Over the past year, artificial intelligence has become a defining tool in Hungarian
political communication, especially through the rapid spread of Al-generated videos.
A forthcoming study by Political Capital shows that these videos are not isolated
experiments but integral elements of coordinated campaign strategies.

They rely on simple, emotionally charged narratives and can be adapted to almost
any message—from realistic scenes to symbolic or caricature-like representations.

Government-aligned actors are the primary and most prolific users of Al videos, often
distributing content through affiliated or obscure Facebook pages. While the
opposition uses such tools far less frequently, Al-generated political content does
appear on both sides.

A central feature of these videos is their emotional impact. Widely viewed examples
include war-themed videos portraying Hungary as being dragged into conflict in the
event of a governmental change. Other recurring themes depict opposition figures,
such as Péter Magyar, as manipulated by foreign actors or responsible for future
social and economic harm. Paid promotion—sometimes enabled by platform
moderation gaps—significantly boosts their reach, often into the millions.
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Al tools also support personal smear campaigns, with deepfake videos showing
political actors in fabricated, often degrading situations. Though less common, the
opposition has used similar techniques; for example, lifelike Al-generated scenes
aiming to stir resentment regarding voting rights of ethnic Hungarians abroad.

This phenomenon extends far beyond Hungary. In recent election cycles, deepfake
videos and Al-generated images have influenced political discourse in the United
States, Germany, and Ireland, among others. These tools enable rapid, targeted
dissemination of misleading or fabricated content.

The psychological effects are significant: visual content is often perceived as more
credible, emotional narratives weaken critical thinking, and deepfakes can erode trust
even after being debunked. As regulation lags behind technological advances,
Al-driven manipulation is expected to play an even larger role in future elections.

Political Capital’s latest blogpost can now be read on EDMO'’s blog.

When Google and Meta phased out political advertising in the EU in autumn 2025, the
immediate effect was visible: most major political advertisers disappeared. Parties,
politicians and government-aligned proxy actors largely vanished from the official ad
libraries. The overall volume of political ads dropped, but they did not disappear. PC’s
latest post on EDMO's blog explore how political ads still slip through Google and
Meta’s filters in Hungary.

Blog Posts

March 17, 2026

The Houdini Ads- how and why political ads
are still slipping through the filters of Google
and Meta in Hungary

Author: Péter Kreko, Csaba Molnar; Political Capital Institute, Hungarian Digital Media
Observatory

There is a country in the European Union that achieved a remarkable distinction ahead of
the 2024 European Parliament elections: it became the largest political advertiser on Meta.
Despite having a population of less than 10 million, there were more money spent on
political advertisements than in Germany. The biggest spender was the governing party,



https://edmo.eu/blog/the-houdini-ads-how-and-why-political-ads-are-still-slipping-through-the-filters-of-google-and-meta-in-hungary/?fbclid=IwY2xjawQ4z-NleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETBaNElLc2lwU2pLZWxHR3Ruc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHsOzQLZkXVWYfz8WNgNy10b7zPM4_wxDIIkjHxMIXGUK36NRAB72EBnJ9F5f_aem_MYxdfxHhj9htJteDwOIWqw
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Insights from the HDMO Project

Special publication

Lakmusz has launched a Linkedin newsletter focusing on election
disinformation.

During the campaign period, Lakmusz will publish a weekly Linkedln newsletter
titted Election & Disinformation.

The newsletter published in Hungarian covers topics such as political ads slipping
through platform filters, the use of artificial intelligence in campaigns, and
pro-Russian disinformation.

Lakmusz

5mo « @
? Did you know that Lakmusz publishes a #biweekly #newsletter in #Hungarian that
you can #subscribe to? If you haven't done so yet, now is the time! ..more

Mg AKMUSZ ‘*_*"'_’\'_?Vf'_ﬂ

1aKi Jol



https://www.linkedin.com/company/lakmusz/posts/?feedView=articles&viewAsMember=true
https://www.linkedin.com/company/lakmusz/posts/?feedView=articles&viewAsMember=true
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Fact-checking Trends & News

From Lakmusz’ and AFP’s Newsrooms

HDMO2.0 Fact-Checking Trends 2nd Quarter (January - March 2026)

L

Intemational LGBTQ Mvgranon Hungarian Health / Science Politics / Iran Russian-Ukraine
elections Economics conflict

Since the start of the year, our fact-checking partners have seen an increasing
number of social media posts about the Hungarian elections, often involving
Al-based disinformation.

From the Lakmusz and AFP fact checking articles produced during the 2nd quarter
of the project’s new phase, 41% were debunking claims connected to the
Hungarian electoral campaign.
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Fact-checking Trends & News

One Lakmusz’ article was on the difficulty of getting reliable figures for the number
of children born abroad following decades of Hungarian emigration.

Politicians from Tisza opposition party and the government use different datasets
and both are difficult to verify.

Both fact-checking partners revealed how an anti-Ukraine mood is being used in a
coordinated disinformation campaign.

In a recent fact check AFP debunked fake images purportedly showing a
Hungarian memorial in Transcarpathia - home to Ukraine's ethnic Hungarian
minority - defaced with anti-Hungarian and anti-Orban slogans, as well as
Ukrainian nationalist symbols and a swastika. While the monument has been
vandalised several times in the past, the images were found to have been made
by artificial intelligence.

Video fact check

AFP has started producing video fact
checks for HDMO.

The first one has been released on the
AFP YouTube playlist dedicated to the
project and published on Lakmusz and
HDMO websites.

Hogyan fejlallik folya atosan
SRR gnacio, It is about disinformation circulating

around the conflict between Russia

. - and Ukraine.

Ténykérdés vided: Az or...



https://lakmusz.hu/2026/02/25/igaza-van-magyar-peternek-amikor-arrol-beszel-hogy-a-kivandorlas-miatt-a-magyar-gyerekek-egy-jelentos-resze-mar-kulfoldon-szuletik
https://lakmusz.hu/2026/03/02/ezeket-a-kepeket-a-megrongalt-vereckei-hagoi-emlekmurol-szamitogeppel-keszitettek
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Disinfo Trends: Research & Analysis

Stay tuned — Political Capital will soon release its upcoming research report
on the role of Al-generated videos in the Hungarian election campaign!

In our upcoming analysis, Political Capital will examine video content generated with
the help of artificial intelligence achieved significant reach and therefore may have
had a meaningful impact on users.

Artificial intelligence in the election campaign is also used extensively to produce
political imagery: Al-generated political images have played a dominant role on the
Facebook pages of government-controlled media outlets.

The analysis will also highlight how such content can circumvent Meta’s political
advertising safeguards, enabling distribution not only organically but through paid
promotions that significantly extend reach.

At the same time, Al-generated videos featuring misleading, fabricated, or
dehumanizing narratives continue to circulate with minimal restriction, raising
important questions about platform regulation and the integrity of online political
communication.
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Media literacy

In recent months, the ldea Foundation has actively contributed to advancing critical
Al literacy through a series of events.

Through conference presentations, educator workshops and online training sessions,
they showcased the methodology and practical applications of the Detekto platform,
strengthening the role of media literacy and Al awareness in education.

Building on this work, the Foundation presented the media literacy online tool
Detekto at key professional forums, including a media educators’ workshop in
Budapest and the “Humanities and Artificial Intelligence” conference at E6tvos
Lorand University, where the focus was on the pedagogical background and
real-world application of critical Al literacy.

They also reached a wide audience through an online workshop with the Budapest
Pedagogical Education Center, engaging over 200 educators and a hands-on
session in Eger, where teachers explored practical ways to integrate Detekto
materials into diverse classroom settings—further supporting the development of

critical thinking and the recognition of misinformation in education. 0


https://detekto.hu/
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HDMO Statement

HDMO rejects false accusations against information integrity professionals

A recent report by the so-called Sovereignty Protection Office (SPO), a Hungarian
state entity, mentions the European Digital Media Observatory (EDMO), the Hungarian
Digital Media Observatory (HDMO) and a member organisation of the FACT
anti-disinformation hub (focusing on Romania, Moldova, Ukraine and the Baltic States)
in the context of “election manipulation”.

The SPO had labelled FACT as part of a "transatlantic influence infrastructure" in an
earlier report. These fit well into the narrative actively communicated by the governing
party and government-controlled media in Hungary that alleges “foreign interference”
in the upcoming election.

HDMO and fellow EDMO network hubs continue their work on protecting information
integrity in these crucial moments undeterred by the false allegations. We shall
continue our operation with unchanged principles and professional standards during
and after the Hungarian election, regardless of its outcome.

Read our full statement here.

Share this disinfo brief and support our mission to build a

resilient information ecosystem in Hungarian.

Follow us on LinkedIn | X | Facebook

HDMO is the EDMO hub in Hungary, an EU co-funded 30-month project.
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https://hdmo.eu/en/2026/04/02/hdmo-rejects-false-accusations-against-information-integrity-professionals
https://www.linkedin.com/in/hdmo-hungarian-hub-097080274/
https://x.com/HdmoHub
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100091568082722

